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the managers of the Asylums Board will not long defer acting
on the recommendation of the Royal Commission on small-
pox and fever hospitals in this respect. But before there is

any need to apply the system to scarlet fever, the public
should have information from the proper source as to whether
scarlet fever hospitals have, or have not, any power of dis-
tributing infection to the neighbourhoods around them by
the process of aerial diffusion.
THE Harveian Orator, Dr. STONE, was fortunate in being

able to import a really new theme into the annual panegyric
of the man whose memory is so zealously and lovingly
treasured by the College of which he was so brilliant an
ornament. The publication in facsimile of HARVEY’S

lecture notes on Anatomy, which was undertaken by the

College mainly at the instigation of Sir E. SiBVEEiNG, was
put to good account by Dr. STONE, who showed how full of
interest these jottings are, and how much light they throw
upon the character of HARVEY. The numerous quotations,
in their quaint combination of Latin and English, which
the orator culled from these manuscript pages, are full of
wit and wisdom; and we doubt not that Dr. STONE will be

repaid in the assurance that he has revealed to many the
treasures of a priceless volume. For it is seldom that we

are enabled to be brought into so intimate a contact with the
living word as is possible by the perusal of these notes,
which bring before the reader the man as he lived,
as much as the anatomist and physiologist. But apart
from the interest attaching to this exposition, Dr. STONE
did not fail to urge upon the attention of the College the
value and importance of a study in which he is almost
alone in this country-viz., that of physiological physics.
He did well to point out the defects in medical education
in this respect, and he was by no. means too severe

in his criticism of the manner in which the Univer-

sity of London fulfils its duty of testing the "pre-
liminary scientific" knowledge of students intended for

medical graduation. His suggestion that a course of in-

struction in this subject should be one of the purposes to
which the proposed new building on the Embankment may
be put is one which may well be taken into consideration.
Nor was the introduction of this topic at all foreign
to the main object of a Harveian oration. The mechanism

of the circulation may be taken as the root example
of animal physics, and Dr. STONE showed by reference to
HARVEY’S own words that he was not ignorant of the

physical principles involved in the action of the heart, and
that he paid much attention to the study of physical
science as it existed in his day. With all his keen interest

in scientific research, Dr. STONE nevertheless did not with-
hold an expression of regret at the neglect of classical training.
He would fain have ravived the ancient custom of deliver-

ing the oration in the Latin tongue, and hinted that the
neglect of Litinity was depriving medicine of its place
among the learned professions. We have no desire to revive
an old controversy, but we may venture to differ from a con-
clusion which implies that culture is indissolubly linked with
a more or less profound knowledge of dead languages. In
HABVJEY’s day Latin was the medium whereby students and
teachers in all parts of the civilised world could exchange
their ideas. To-day, the savans of the different nations speak

in their own tongue, and education aims at imparting to each
a knowledge of the languages used in other lands, so that
the written thoughts can be disseminated in the freshness of
their utterance, and not disguised Dr tranamuted by being
clothed in a dead language. We are less disposed, then, to
agree with the opening sentences of Dr. STONE’S oration
than we are with the just remarks he made on the close of
his survey of HARVEY’S lectures upon the value of oral in-

struction. It has been often said that, owing to the multi-
plication of text-books, the practice of imparting knowledge
by means of lectures has become unnecessary. In a few

sentences Dr. STONE disposed of this shallow objection; and
we commend his remarks to all those who would degrade
medical education to the level of a schoolboy’s task.

Annotations.
Ne quid nimig:’

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS.

THE annual meeting of the Fellows and Members of the
College of Surgeons is now close upon us. The so-called

report from the Council, which will be presented, will be
found to consist of the Minutes of the Council meetings that
have been held during the preceding collegiate year. With
these Minutes, or rather, with the more important of them,
our readers are already acquainted, for they have been
published and commented upon by us from time to time.
Nevertheless, it is desirable that Fellows and Members should
make themselves thoroughly acquainted with them in order
to appreciate the bearing of what may be said at the

meeting. We accordingly recommend an early appli-
cation to the Secretary for a copy of the report. Of
chief interest at present is the attitude of the Council of
the College to the Fellows and Members at large. The
Council have applied for a supplementary Charter, con-
taining, on the one hand, provisions at variance with the ex-
pressed wishes of a large section of the Fellows, and, on the
other, entirely ignoring matters which the same Fellows
believe would conduce to the welfare of the Royal College of
Surgeons, and tend to promote the interests of medical
polity and education. As regards the Members and their
very natural aspirations to be admitted to some share in
College management, the Council also reply with a direct
negative.. Thus the new Charter, which is now before the
Privy Council, ignores the wishes of both Fellows and Mem-
bers alike. Under these circumstances, it was felt necessary by
the Association of Fellows and by the Association of Members
respectively to petition against this supplementary Charter,
and the matter is still subjudice. 1 appears to us, how-
ever, that the annual meeting will be a fit and proper
occasion at which the Fellows and Members may again
emphasise their disapproval of the course taken by the
Council. To this end we hope there will be a large and
influential meeting of both provincial and London men,
and that the character of the proceedings will be such as to
place additional arguments in the hands of the two Associa-
tions in favour of the views embodied in their two petitions
now before the President of the Council.

THE SANITARY STATE OF CAMBRIDGE.

IT is singularly unfortunate that some of our university
towns should lay themselves open to reproach on sanitary
grounds, for as centres of learning they should not afford
examples of that which can only result from failure to carry
out the first principles of health requirements. This time

Cambridge is in question, and Dr. Alfred Carpenter, who has
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been there to co-operate with the University in granting
certificates in Sanitary Science, can only express his disgust
at the extent to which the sanitary needs of the town are
ignored as regards sewerage and the filthy state of the

Cam. Mr. R. C. Lehmann fully supports the complaints that
are made, and it is evident from his statements as to the

black, oozy, sewage stuff that is being dredged from the
river, that intending Cambridge graduates will have to live
on the banks of a filth-laden stream, and to boat in a
solution of sewage. Mr. Lehmann throws the blame in the
first instance on the Cambridge sanitary authority, who
have ever since 1861 ignored their most elementary duty in
this respect; and next on the Local Government Board, who
after having held two local inquiries, and having then
informed the Commissioners that, unless they formulated a
complete scheme at an early date, a time would be fixed
within which the work must be carried out, appear to have
settled down into a condition of inaction. It is a matter of

Imperial as well as of local importance, that such a place as
Cambridge should free itself from such serious conditions of
nuisance as are the result of the want of a proper system of
sewerage and sewage disposal, and we can only wonder that
those who are interested in the welfare of the town and

university do not bring the subject before the attention of
the House of Commons. 

___

BERI-BERI AND ANCHYLOSTOMIASIS.

WE have received from Dr. W. R. Kynsey, Principal Civil
Medical Officer and Inspector-General of Hospitals, Ceylon,
a copy of a report on "Anaemia or Beri-beri of Ceylon."
This singular affection, which has received of late years
much attention in all parts of the world where it exists, has
been attributed to a variety of causes. It is described as

oecurring under two forms-one which is marked by
piralytic Symptoms, the other in which a dropsical
condition predominates. We published recently a full

Meotint of the affection, to which reference may be
mide for its peculiar characteristics, the most constant
and striking of which is the progressive anasmia.
There can, we think, be little doubt that the term

"beri-beri" is an elastic one, and that more than one
essential disease is included under it. Such, indeed, would
appear from this fact alone, that its pathogeny has been by
some ascribed to a bacterial source, by others to a poison
which produces multiple neuritis, and again to the presence
of intestinal parasites, such as the tricocephalus dispar
(Erni), and the anchylostomum duodenale. Dr. Kynsey is
persuaded that, in Ceylon at any rate, beri-beri (which is
there of the "wet" or " dropsical variety only) is none .

other than anchylostomiasis, more widely known, per-
haps, under the various designations of " Egyptian
chlorosis," "miner’s anmmia," "brick-burner’s ansemia,"
and the "St. Gothard Tunnel disease." The facts adduced

by Dr. Kynsey in support of his contention seem to be

strong, for he has detected the presence of this parasite in
lirge numbers in all the cases he has examined. Certainly
such an explanation is far more feasible than the alterna-
tive supplied by Erni in support of the tricocephalus. For,
so far as we know, the latter parasite, which is exceedingly
common in many countries, does not, like the anchylo-
stomum, injure the intestinal wall and lead to haemorrhage.
The tricocephalus theory of beri-beri may rank with
the bothriocephalus theory of pernicious anaemia, with
even perhaps less justification. Nevertheless, the in-

quiry into the effect produced by intestinal worms upon
the general health of their hosts is one which has been
too much neglected, and the attention that is now being
directed to the subject may result in the production of im-
portant additions to knowledge. The Ceylon form of beri-
beri is free from the paralytic symptoms which are described

as occurring from the first in other countries. It may run
an acute or chronic course, and death is often appallingly
sudden. The severity of the symptoms depends on the
number of the parasites present in the intestines, the
state of health, and the food. Residence in an infected
centre is necessary for the development of the symptoms,
the larvm of the parasite being present in drinking water.
If recognised early-viz., the dyspeptic or anasmic stages,-
the disease readily yields to treatment; but if neglected
until dropsy and cardiac degeneration set in, the prognosis
is m08t unfavourable. Removal from the infected area is

essential, and the best remedy for the expulsion of the

anchylostoma is thymol, and for the anaemia iron, followed
by digitalis or strophanthus. But no treatment avails until
the parasites are expelled. The foregoing is the gist of
Dr. Kynsey’s conclusions. But he has added greatly to the
value of his report by appending a translation by Dr. J.
Macdonald of the admirable and exhaustive monograph
upon "Anchylostomum duodenale and Anchylostomiasiq,"
by Dr. Adolph Lutz,by far the most complete account of the
parasite and its effects that has been published. A transla-
tion of Erni’s article on Tricocephalus dispar and Beri-beri is
also appended. -

THE ROYAL BERKSHIRE HOSPITAL.

THE memorial, signed by twenty-eight medical men,
forwarded to Mr. Benyon, president of the hospital, asking
for the appointment of a Fellow, or at least a Member, of
the Royal College of Physicians to fill the vacancy caused

by the death of Dr. Shea, has been submitted to the Board
of Governors, with whom rests the appointment of the can-
didate selected and approved by the medical and surgical
staff. A fact of importance should be recorded in reference
to the appointments to this hospital. For many years, we
are informed, it has been the custom to appoint to the
surgical staff those who are either the descendants of former
surgeons, or those who have been pupils to one of the sur-
geons, or those who have been in partnership with them or
their successors. This custom, whether accidental or inten-

tional, has been rarely deviated from for a period of more
than twenty-five years, except in the case of minor temporary
appointments. The effect of such a custom is to shut out
from the hospital able men from among the practitioners of
the town and elsewhere, and naturally tends to discourage
highly qualified men from becoming candidates when a
vacancy occurs at the Royal Berkshire Hospital.

SMALL-POX ISOLATION AT PERTH.

A LIVELY discussion has been going on in Perth as to the
propriety of the action adopted by the managers of the
General Infirmary in retaining in that institution three
nurses who had contracted small-pox in the performance of
their duties. The disease having been imported, the patients
attacked were removed to the small-pox hospital belonging
to the sanitary authority; but the infirmary authorities de-
clined to allow such removal in the case of the nurses, and

this action has met with a protest from Dr. Simpson, the
medical officer of health. Unless a general hospital
has means for isolating small-pox in a completely
detached building, with independent laundry, kitchen,
and supervision, it is wrong to attempt the treatment

of small-pox in such an institution; and the attempt
has over and over again led to an extension of disease such
as the ordinary patients have no right whatever to be ex-
posed to. Even in the London Fever Hospital, where a
separate and detached isolation building is available, the
retention of a small-pox patient is never so much as con-
templated. The real secret of the action which has been
adopted in Perth seems to be that the authority’s small-pox
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hospital is not a proper one for the reception of persons
holding the social standing which the nursing staff of the
infirmary occupy. If so, the authority are to blame, and
should forthwith remedy the evil; for it is their duty to
protect the public from infection, whatever may be the social
standing of those with whom the danger lies.

PROFESSOR BILLROTH.

THE numerous friends of Professor Billroth all over the

e 

world will be pleased to learn that his health is thoroughly
restored, and that he has resumed his cliniques at the
General Hospital, Vienna. On the occasion of his first
lecture he received a great ovation. The theatre was
crowded with professors and students for a long time before
the lecture hour had arrived, and the entrance of Professor
Billroth was welcomed with loud and long-continued
applause. Dr. Preis then advanced and tendered in the name
of his colleagues and the pupils a hearty welcome to the Pro-
fessor, with an expression of joy at his recovery from so severe
and dangerous an illness. In reply, Professor Billroth made
some feeling remarks, recalling the time when, twenty
years ago, he first taught in that place, with colleagues such
as Rokitansky, Oppolzer, Skoda, Demme, Dittel, Hebra, and
others, who had all since passed away. He warmly thanked ’i
those present for their kindness during his illness, and their
reception of him that day. He had not expected to have
been there again, but he had been snatched from death by
the self-sacrifice and devotion of his colleagues. He spoke
of the kindness and love which had been bestowed upon
him on all sides, and said that he would devote all his

strength to the welfare of mankind, the glory of the old
Vienna University, and the prosperity of Austria. He then
proceeded to speak of the life work of von Langenbeck, and
suggested that, in respect to his memory, the meeting should
be closed. After this, Professor Billroth took them over his
wards, and operated on a case of double hare-lip.

OUR ARMY.

THE General Annual Return of the British Army for the
year 1886, issued from the Horse Guards, shows the average
strength to have been 7218 officers, 682 warrant officer.., and
195,905 non-commissioned officers and men. Of these,
3556 officers, 441 warrant officers, and 94,060 non-commis-
sioned officers and men were serving at home; and 3662
officers, 241 warrant officers, and 101,845 non-commissioned
officers and men abroad. During the year the deaths among
the non-commissioned officers and men, at home and abroad,
amounted to 2721, or in the ratio of 13’89 per 1000 of strength,
being slightly higher than in the preceding year. There
were 2789 men discharged as invalids, or 14’24 per 1000,
which is 4’51 per 1000 less than in 1885. The total

loss from these two causes, therefore, was only 28-13

per 1000. There were 71,786 recruits enlisted, of whom

20,183 were rejected on primary inspection and 2410
on secondary, making a total of 3147 rejected per 1000
enlisted. In the preceding year it only amounted to 290.
Of 38,813 recruits who joined, 26 died and 49 were invalided
within three months of the date of enlistment, and 335
were discharged at the end of that period " as not likely to
become efficient soldiers," being respectively in the ratios of
’67, 1’26, and 8’63 per 1000, or a total decrease in three
months of 1 per cent. Of the recruits who joined, 402 per

- 1000 were under nineteen years of age, 234 between nine-
teen and twenty, and 364 were twenty and upwards; this
shows the unsatisfactory result of an increase of the younger
class of recruits compared with the previous year. As

_ 
regards the heights of the men passed into the service,
the ratio per 1000 under 5 ft. 5 in. was 283 ; 5 ft. 5 in. to
5 ft. 6 in,, 211; 5 ft. 6 in. to 5 ft. 7 in., 192; and 5 ft. 7 in.

and upwards, 314. This shows an increase of 16 per
1000 in the proportion at 6 fit. 6 in. and upwards com-
pared with the results for 1885. The chest measurements
were-under 34 in., 350; from 34 in, to 35 in., 344; and
35 in, and upwards. 306, which are less favourable than
in the preceding year by 5 per 1000 in the first group. The

proportion at different weights was-under 120lb., 187 per
1000; 1201b. to 130 lb., 374; and 130 lb. and upwards, 439;
the last being 20 per 1000 higher than in 1885. There
would appear, therefore, to have been a falling off as regards
age and chest measurements, but a gain in the heights and
weights. It may not be uninteresting to compare these re-
sults with the ratios obtained regarding the non-commis-
sioned officers and men serving on January 1st. Their

heights were-under 5 ft. 5 in., 102 per 1000; 6 ft. 5 in. to
5 ft. 6 in., 176 ; 5 ft. 6 in. to 5 ft. 7 in., 206; and 5 ft. 7 in. and
upwards, 517; the chest measurements-under 34in,, 72 per
1000; from 34 in. to 35 in., 159; and 35 in. and upwards, 769.
No information is given as to the weights of the men serv-
ing. In addition to the effective force, the return gives a
number of tables respecting the auxiliary and reserve

forces. The average strength of the first class of the army
of reserve was 44,215, and among them 333 deaths were re-
ported, or in the ratio of 7’43 per 1000; and of the second
class the strength was 6028, and the deaths 153, or 24’97 per
1000. The men of the first class were, with a few exceptions,
under thirty-five, while the second class were almost all over
forty years of age. The death-rate of the Militia, as shown in
this return, was only 3’96 per 1000; of Yeomanry Cavalry,
4’46 ; and of Volunteers, 3’56; but thera is good reason to
believe that many of the deaths in these branches of the
service are not reported, and are struck off the strength as
" absentees." 

___

DEATH BY HEART-FAILURE FROM STOMACH
IRRITATION. 

-

IF the means of masticating food be wanting, the flr8t
stage of the process of digestion cannot, of course, be per-
formed, and this is in itself a great evil; but, as a recent
fatal case has shown, actual perils to life from physical
causes may arise, and perhaps become disastrously effective.
By post-mortem demonstration, it has been proved that an
accumulation of unmasticated food taking place in the
stomach may so distend the stomach as to press upon and
irritate the heart in such manner that, being in a morbidly
weak or exhausted condition, its natural function may be
arrested and death take place by syncope. It is a familiar
fact that a greatly distended stomach may cause " palpita-
tion" and other distressful experiences, and it is not in
the least degree surprising to find that the excitation set

up may be so aggravated as to produce fatal effects in a

special state of the organism. But it is important to notice
how this untoward ending is reached, because the attain-
ment of this issue is only a question of degree in the dis-
turbance. The operation from cause to effact is purely one
of nerve action, and the modus operandi is either completely
reflex, in which case the process is exhaustive as regards the
particular centre affected, or partially reflex, the circuit,
so to say, being broken at the centre, and the force of
the peripheral excitation exerting an inhibitory influence
on - the cardiac or occasionally the respiratory centre.
It seems probable that in certain cases there may be

spasm of the muscular coat of the vessels of the heart

(perhaps the coronary), or of the heart itself, producing
either a condition resembling that which is supposed
to obtain in some forms of " angina," or arresting
the ventricular contraction in systole, or, it may be, by
asystole, though this last-mentioned ending is perhaps more
commonly reached by inhibition, as in another class of
cases. When the excitation caused at the periphery is of a
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nature corresponding with, and in some respects resembling,
high tension of an electric current, the stimulus propagated
along the afferent nerve trunk may so act on the centre,
indirectly perhaps, as to interrupt its action. In this last

event death will occur by arrest of the ventricular movement
in diastole or arrest of the systole. Or the obstructive
or exhaustive action may be upon the respiratory centre
with seemingly asthmatic" symptoms at the opening of
the attack, in the course of which death occurs. Happily
cases of a fatal issue from peripheral irritation of the nerves
are not of very common occurrence; but this renders it the
more desirable that those which do occur should be very
carefully investigated. The subject of death from heart
disease" is one that greatly needs to be studied in the
light of precise pathology. -

SIR WILLIAM GULL.

As we announced last week, Sir William Gull was taken
ill on Monday, the 10th inst., with right-sided hemiplegia.
There was almost total paralysis of motion of arm and leg;
tongue, eyelids, and facial muscles quite unaffected ; intelli-
gence not appreciably impaired. He was seized when out

walking, about noon, and required to be assisted home.
Twenty-four hours afterwards his motor power had

largely returned; but there remained very considerable
sensory paralysis of the whole right side, most marked
in limbs and trunk, but quite observable in face, neck,
and scalp. Since then, now nine days, his condition has
been one of consistent gradual improvement. On the
second day there was some slight disturbance, owing
to sluggishness in the excretory functions, which, with a
little assistance, soon righted itself. When visited by
Mr.R.W.Irvine.M.B., of Pitlochry (under whose care he is),
on Oct. 18th, at 4 P.M., Sir William was perfectly intelligent,
clearly appreciating his own condition. He was taking light
nutriment, and an occasional two-drachm dose of brandy-
and-water. Functions acting well, and motor paralysis
only slightly observable; sensory symptoms more marked.
He is kept quite quiet, and all kind inquiries from friends,
both by message and in person, are kept from him. The
one feature in the case which has been the occasion of

special anxiety has been a certain h&aelig;morrhagic tendency.
Last year he had haemoptysis, and, later, profuse epistaxis.
At the time of this occurrence he had slight and transient
but marked h&aelig;maturia, and in the light of this the brain
lesion cannot escape being ascribed to a similar cause. For
a week at least to come no attempt will be made to change
the present system of treatment- namely, that of strict
quiet, lightest diet, and the recumbent posture. It is

hoped that by the end of next week, accidents excepted,
the patient may safely sit up. He is nursed by his daughter
and a nur,e from Guy’s Hospital.

MICRO-ORGANISMS IN THE AiR.

THE attention which Dr. Percy Frankland has devoted to
the examination of the atmosphere for micro-organisms has
resulted in a further communication to the Royal Society by
himself and Mrs. Frankland, entitled " Studies on some New
:.Iicro-organisms obtained from the Air" " (P7zil. Trans.,
vol, clxxviii.) This joint memoir is very creditable to the
authors. It contains descriptions, with drawings, of the
morphological characters of the microbes and their cul-
tures. These include ten species of micrococci, twelve 
species of bacilli, two of saccharomyces, and an unnamed
mould producing a dark-brown pigment. The specimens
were obtained from various localities, and the descrip-
tions embrace a few which have been sent to the
authors from abroad. It is pointed out that, although
from the fact of brilliant discoveries having been made

in the etiology of infective diseases the greatest share of
attention has hitherto been devoted to pathogenic micro-
organisms, yet there is much to be profitably done in the
investigation of non-pathogenic forms. Indeed, the part
they play in the economy of nature may equal in im-
portance that of the disease-inducing microbes, as instanced
in the conversion of sugar into alcohol, the decomposition
of nitrogenous matter with elimination of ammonia, the
oxidation of ammonia to nitrous and nitric acids, and other
natural transformations. There is certainly scope for much
original research in this direction, and Dr. Frankland does
well to pursue his inquiries into this comparatively un-
trodden ground. -

OUR MILITARY PRISONS.
TUB information given in the Report on the Discipline

and Management of the Military Prisons in 1886," regarding
the health of the prisoners, is of the most meagre descrip-
tion. In the home prisons the percentage of hospital cases
to the daily average of prisoners is stated as follows-
Aldershot 18’0, Brixton 50’3, Chester 4-5, Gosport 10’4, Lan-
caster 0, Taunton 64’3, Glencorse 31’3, Cork 102’3, Dublin 17’7,
Limerick 868. No information is given as to the diseases
which came under treatment, nor is any explanation offered
of the very remarkable range of sickness, from Lancaster,
where no cases were reported, to Cork, where they exceeded
100 per cent. of the average strength. Nor are we informed
whether any deaths occurred, except that in an " extract
from the report of the medical officer" " of Brixton prison it is
stated that three died. The great range in the relative propor-
tion of sick in the home prisons is the more remarkable when
compared with the results from prisons abroad. These were-
at Alexandria 53’1, Barbadoes 61’1, Bermuda 53’3, Cairo 47’7,
Gibraltar 31’5, Halifax 105’5, and Malta 37’6 per cent. The

very high ratio in the Halifax prison seems to call for inquiry
on the part of the military authorities. With that excep-
tion, however, the range of sickness is not greater than
might have been expected where the numbers are limited,
and presents a striking contrast to that which is experienced
-perhaps we should rather say is shown-by the returns of &pound;
the home prisons; for it seems almost certain that the latter
result arises from a want of uniformity in the system of
admitting, or of reporting, the cases, rather than from a
difference in the incidence of disease.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

LAST week the new system of sewage works at Henley-on-
Thames was formally inaugurated. As a matter of fact, it
has been in existence for some little time, but the ceremony
to which we refer was delayed until it was assured that the
machinery was in proper working order. Henley had been
one of the districts which discharged their sewage into the
Thames, and when this could be no longer permitted the
corporation had to seek other methods for its disposal. The

difficulty against which they had to contend was that of
level, but this has been altogether overcome by the adoption
of the Shone hydro-pneumatic system, which has been
successfully used at Eastbourne. Situated in different parts
of the town are ejectors which receive the sewage, and from
which it is forced by compressed air into tanks- distant
about a mile from the houses and at a height of 180 ft. above
the ejectors; here it is finally disposed of by irrigation, the
solid matters being sold to farmers for manure. The advan-

tages of this method are now well known; it relieves local
authorities of all disadvantages which result from their town
being situated at a lower level than the land to be irrigated;
it is by no means costly, and sanitary authorities are no
longer able to plead physical difficulties as reason for delay-
ing the adoption of a proper system of sewage disposal.
The cost to Henley-on-Thames has been about .618,000.
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THE BELGIAN MEDICAL FEDERATION AND
MEDICAL LEGISLATION.

IN an address recently delivered to the Belgian Medical
Federation by the President, Dr. Van den Schrieck, the
members were congratulated on the disposition which has
begun to manifest itself amongst the medical profession to
act on the defensive in the struggle for existence, which is
every year becoming more and more severe, and a r&eacute;sum&eacute;
was given of the endeavours made by the Federation to
promote a Medical Bill in the Houses of Parliament which
should be favourable to the interests of the profession. The

points desired were, briefly, the reimposition of a degree in
arts as a necessary qualification for entering on medical
study; a central or State examination to be obligatory
on all, whether possessed of university degrees or not,
as well as on all foreign medical men wishing to

practise in Belgium; and lastly, the suppression of the
examination for the diploma of surgeon-dentist as at

present arranged, dentistry to be treated as a surgical
specialty. The Federation believed that if these alterations
could ba obtained the overcrowding of the profession
would be stopped, and the character and attainments of its
members raised. The President complains, however, that
the nature of the changes asked for has not been properly
understood in Parliament, even the medical members not
seeing their way to urge them on the House. The com-
mittee of the House which has had to report upon the Bill is
in favour of continuing to allow university degrees to form
a qualification to practise, and giving the central examining
board only such students to examine as have not taken a
degree. The majority of the committee, too, are unfavour-
able to the proposal to make an arts degree obligatory.
According to the Government Bill a complete five years’
course in arts will be required, but not a degree. M. Thiriar,
the eminent surgeon, seems to have been almost the sole
member of the House who expressed views in accordance
with those of the Federation, and consequently there seems
but little hope that the Medical Bill, when passed, will

satisfy that body. M. Van den Schrieck was able to announce
that he had succeeded in arriving at a good understanding
with the Pharmaceutical Association, notwithstanding the
recriminations which have been passing freely of late

between the doctors and the pharmacists, and of which we
can hardly hope that we have even now heard the last.

THE LATE GEORGE FORDHAM.

THE death of George Fordham has called forth universal
praise and commendation of the late jockey. His virtues
were the more remarkable since his occupation threw him
in the midst of temptation to yield to almost every base
and sordid motive. It is saying a great deal of a man

. that nearly forty years’ association with the turf left his
character without a stain of dishonour. It is not neces-

sary here to refer to his skill as a horseman. Fordham
succumbed to phthisis, from which he had suffered
for a long time. A contemporary draws attention to

the fact that none of Fordham’s relatives were subjects
of consumption, and conjectures that the hard life inci-
dental to his profession must have been the cause of
his fatal malady. There is every reason to believe this
to be the true explanation. Exposure to chills, profuse
sweatings, and enforced starvation to get down weight,
must in the long run tell their tale save in the most robust
constitutions. Had Fordham come of a tubercular stock, he
would probably have succumbed in his youth. Constable,
and, if we mistake not, Kenyon-notable jockeys in their
day,-fell early victims to phthisis, which only over-
took Fordham with its "second wave," when he had just
started on the downward curve of organic life.

THE CLINICAL SOCIETY..

THERE was a good attendance of members at the opening
meeting of the winter session of the Clinical Society on
Friday last, when Dr. Broadbent, the President, made a few
remarks appropriate to the occasion. He said that it was

unnecessary to exhort the members to increase their activity,
for already there were numerous interesting papers in the
hands of the secretaries. But he thought there would be
some advantage to be derived from a bringing together on
the same evening of cases of the same kind, or at least to
group together cases illustrating similar points of practice,
diagnosis, and treatment. In order to effect this purpose
papers should be sent in soon, so that the secretaries might
carry out the needed classification. In referring to the

recently issued volume of the Transactions, the President
said he believed it was the first time that the annual
volume had been sent out before the opening of the winter
session; it was an evidence of the great activity and energy
of the secretaries, and would, he hoped, become a precedent.
He remarked that the new volume contained the valuable

report of the Committee on Charcot’s Joint Disease, of which
the President was Sir James Paget, and at the latter’s special
request he took the present opportunity of repeating how
much the Society as well as the Committee were indebted to
the personal work and intelligence of the honorary secretary,
Mr. Bilton Pollard, for the completeness of the report and
the promptness with which it had been drawn up.

A FUNGUS IN THE EAR.

DON JuAN SALELLES of Valencia describes in the Pbevist(i
de Laringologia Otalgia y Rhinologia a case of a rare vege-
table parasite, aspergillus flavescens, obstructing the
external meatus of the ear of a young man. After syringing
away a quantity of black matter, a smooth glistening sub-
stance of a dirty white colour with black spots was seen,
which was the mycelium of the fungus studded with dark
spores. All attempts to remove this with forceps provoked
so much pain that they had to be given up. Glycerine was
dropped into the ear, and in two days’ time the patient
returned in terrible suffering, the dark spores having been
developed and forming a large mass. After this had been
removed by syringing, alcohol and tannin were introduced,
and at the next visit the mycelium was removed by the
syringe, the membrana tympani becoming visible. In a

month’s time the fungus began to reappear, but was rapidly
subdued by similar treatment, which was followed up by
the daily instillation of dilute spirit for a short time. No
further return occurred, and the patient entirely regained
his power of hearing. The introduction of the furgus
appeared to have been due to the use of some oil of sweet
almonds, which had been kept for some time in an open
bottle, and which the patient had been in the habit of

dropping into his ear along with milk, as he suffered from
3talgia. 

-------

CREMATION.

A FUNERAL of a somewhat unusual character took place
on the 8th inst. at Birstall, a suburb of Leicester, when the

cremated remains of the late Dr. Buck of that town were
consigned to the earth. The church in which the service
was held was decorated for a harvest festival, the burial
service itself was choral, and the whole scene was remark-
able for the absence of any of the usual outward trappings
of grief and woe, though nothing could have been more
impressive and solemn. The ashes of the deceased were
cairied by two friends in a small marble box. Dr. Buck was
until two years ago physician to the Leicester Infirmary, and
from his scientific attainments and zeal for his profession
gave promise of a successful future career. Suddenly, to the
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grief of all who knew him, he was struck down from the
work of life by general paralysis. He had taken an active

part in the promotion of the Leicester branch of the Cre-
mation Society, and in accordance with his own wishes his
body was cremated at Woking Crematory, and his ashes
brought for burial to his home, as above stated.

MINERAL THREADS.

AN interesting paper on tms subject by Mr. u. v. Boys,
Demonstrator of Physics at the Science Schools, South
Kensington, appears in the current number of the Journal
of the Physical Society of London. Fibres of glass and
other elastic materials are applicable to a variety of pur-
poses in physical research, such as torsion balances, the fine
lines fitted to the eye-pieces of optical instruments, the
suspension of solids in the determination of specific gravities
production of diffraction spectra, and the like. Spun glass
has often been used for such purposes, but Mr. Boys shows
that far finer and more perfect fibres can be obtained. He

describes several ingenious modes of preparing such fibres,
and has experimented with various materials. Melted resin,
Canada balsam, and other viscous substances, when insu-
lated and strongly electrified, shoot out threads of extra-
ordinary tenuity but of little strength; but better results
were obtained when light arrows, made of straw and
attached to beads of melted glass, were shot from a powerful
cross-bow. In this way perfectly uniform threads, 
of an inch in diameter, are readily obtained. Still more
remarkable results were obtained with rock crystal melted
in the oxy-hydrogen blow-pipe. Some of these threads
were invisible even with the highest power of a microscope,
and must have been less than the of an inch in
diameter. Fine threads of rock crystal seem to be superior
to all others. Their strength is equal to that of steel, and
their elasticity is enormous. Most other threads are subject
to the defect of "elastic fatigue "-that is, they do not
return after torsion to their original position. This defect
is not found in rock crystal, which will therefore be of great
value in torsion apparatus, for which spun glass is useless.
Spider lines are coarse compared with the filaments which
can be obtained in this way, and the diffraction which

they yield is said to be excellent.

TARNIER’S BASIOTRIBE.

TARNiER’S basiotribe, a somewhat complicatcd instrument
which was described by him to the Paris Academy of Medi-
cine in December, 1883, has recently been used in three cases
in Professor Kufferath s obstetric wards in Brussels, with, it
is stated, very satisfactory results, the application being
made with great facility, no splinters penetrating the scalp,
and the mothers being all able to leave the hospital on the
tenth day. --

PELLAGRA IN BADAJOZ.

DR.ANTONIO PONS SANz, of Fuente de Maestre, writes to El
Siglo lleclico that several cases of pellagra have been observed
in the province of Badajoz. During the spring of the year
patches of erythema appear on the dorsum of the hands,
and sometimes on the neck, which are attributed to the
action of the sun. These are sometimes of a dark red, or
even of a coffee colour, and are followed by desquamation.
Afterwards diairhcea and other gastro-intestinal troubles
make their appearance, with a certain degree of jaundice.
these are accompanied by nervous symptoms, amaurosis,want
of co-ordination both in the movements and in the thoughts,
and sleeplessness. illelancholia stiperveneq, and the patient not
unfrequently commits suicide. As to the etiology of this dis-
ease, which is fortunately unknown in this country, being
chiefly met with in Lombardy, and which is generally put

down to eating diseased maize, Dr. Sanz observes that the
food of the people in the province is very rich in proteids,
and that they never eat maize, but that the victims of the
disease have generally been addicted to drink; he has fre-
quently observed, also, that they were the subjects of a
" herpetic diathesis." The best treatment, in his opinion, is
arsenic combined with the baths of Alange. By these means
he has been able to overcome the nervous symptoms and the
sleeplessness. -

SCARLET FEVER IN LONDON.

THE number of cases of scarlet fever admitted into the
hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board during the
week ending Oct. 14th showed a slight increase one the
number of the preceding week, 246 and 277 cases being
admitted during these two periods respectively. Huts have
been erected in connexion with the hospitals at Hampstead,
Homerton, and Stockwell, and the Winchmore Hill Hospital
has been open a sufficiently long time for some of the
patients to be discharged. In all probability the vacancies
created by discharges and deaths will provide sufficient
accommodation for those who may yet have to seek admis-
sion, and the existing hospital provision, with the huts,
which are nearly completed, will be found sufficient for the
requirements of the epidemic. This, it may be anticipated,
will soon begin to decline. The first week in November
should show a diminution in the number of admissions, and
from that moment the number discharged should greatly
exceed that of those received. On Tuesday morning the
returns showed that the hospitals contained 2176 patients
under treatment, of whom 2052 were suffering from scarlet
fever, 113 from enteric fever, and 5 from diseases which
were not infectious fever. 

___

DILATATION OF THE STOMACH.

IMMEDIATELY following the psychological address with
which Dr. Hughlings Jackson opened the new session,
the Medical Society proceeded to the consideration of a com-
mon topic in practical medicine. Dr. Clifford Allbutt’s paper
on Dilatation of the Stomach was thoroughly practical, and
was based on a wide experience. It will do good service in
directing attention to the frequency with which the slighter,
but not less intense, degrees of this affection occur. There is
no doubt that under the guise of atonic dyspepsia many
cases of this organic affection of the stomach have been con-
cealed ; and Dr. Brunton was quite justified in alluding to
the curious neglect with which the affections of the mus-
cular walls of that organ are treated, as compared with
similar states of the intestine. Much was said of the advan-

tages of Kussmaul’s method of washing out the stomach,
and perhaps too much was made of the objections
offered by patients to the plan. Certainly all those

patients who do practise it speak in praise of it; and a
few months ago we received a long communication from a
sufferer from this malady, who had been treated for a long
time by other remedies without avail. At length he was
fortunate enough to have this method prescribed him, and
his enthusiasm in its behalf was an index of the vast relief
it afforded. At the same time Dr. Hare did well to recall
attention to the practical utility of a timely emetic, which
is of value in cases where the affection haspot proceeded too
far. Wide as is the experience of Dr. Clifford Allbutt, it
may hardly be equal to that of Professor Bouchard, who
goes so far as to say that three out of every ten hospital
patients have a dilated stomach ("Auto-intoxications dans
les Maladies," 1887). Prof. Bouchard, moreover, attributes a
multiplicity of ailments to this cause, on the ground that
the products of fermentation in the organ have a toxic effect
upon the economy. When we say that amongst the ill

results of gastric dilatation this authority claims phthisis,
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chlorosis, many nervous disorders, skin diseases, albu-

minuria, rickets, and nodular rheumatism, it will be at
once obvious that what some consider as causes he

regards as effects. This, perhaps, was most strikingly
shown in the case cited by Dr. Brunton of floating kidney
complicating gastric dilatation. Dr. Brunton suggested
that the gastrectasia in that case might depend on reflex
irritation through the splanchnic nerves. His remark that
movable kidney and gastric dilatation are not infrequently
combined, and that it is the right kidney that is the one
most commonly at fault, is strikingly corroborative of
Bouchard’s statement that 14 per cent. of this gastric affec-
tion are associated with movable kidney. He remarks that
if the renal ectopia were the cause of the stomach trouble,
the latter should be more frequent in women than in men,
whereas the reverse is the case ; and he attributes the former
condition to mechanical displacement during temporary
attacks of hepatic congestion, to which he says gastric dilata-
tion specially disposes. -

CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL POST-GRADUATE
COURSE.

THis course of lectures is meeting with considerable sup-
port. Already 104 members have joined, and others are
entering daily. What is, however, more remarkable even
than the quantity is the quality of those who are joining.
The members are in large and busy practice or hold important
public appointments. They come not only from London
itself, but from the country for thirty and forty miles round.
With the increasing numbers the interest seems to grow.
Questions are freely asked by the members at the close of
the lectures, and answered by the lecturers. Every appliance
has been provided for the class, and the whole staff as well
as the governors and officials of the hospital have lent
assistance to the movement. At the ward visits not only
are cases shown illustrative of the lecture, but others that
happen to be available are also made use of. Last Friday 

I

Mr. Barwell, F.R.C.S,, showed seven typical cases of Lateral
Curvature, and exhibited various appliances for remedying
the disease. To-day (Friday), Dr. T. Henry Green, F.R.C.P.,
lectures on " Albuminuria."

H/EMATOLOGY IN THE NEW-BORN.

THE physiology of the blood of the new-born has not
been adequately investigated, and we welcome, therefore,
the observations of Silbermann, an abstract of which

appears in the Archives oj 1’edicctrics, No. 45. Hofmeier
had found that the size of the red blood-corpuscles was very
variable; that their form was more spherical than in
adults; that they showed no tendency to run into rouleaux;
that the white corpuscles are often in greater proportion
than usual; that the white corpuscles tend to accumulate
in rouleaux, and that they are viscid, deliquescent, and
easily destroyed. Silbermann confirms Hofmeier, and also
shows in addition that the blood of the new-born contains

shadows, which are certain delicate pale rings forming the
stroma of red blood discs, the colouring matter having been
removed. These bodies, first discovered by Ponfick, are
found to be more abundant the more disturbed was the
child’s general condition during the first few days of life.
IIaemoglobinaemia induced by this general disturbance does
not always lead to haemoglobinuria,; but if it occurs, then,
according to Schmidt and his disciples, the circulating blood
will contain a relatively large quantity of fibrin ferment,
red and white corpuscles having contributed to this result.
Silbermann concludes from experiments on frogs, dogs, and
puppies, giving results in the blood identical with those
deviations met with during the first few days of life in the
blood, urine, and liver of infants, that there was a free
destruction of red corpuscles, resulting in the liberation of

free haemoglobin. Venous stasis and hypersemia were found,
and attributed to this consequent increase in the fibrin

ferment, resulting from excessive destruction of the red

and white blood-corpuscles. So it seems that the condition

of the blood in the newly born predisposes to disease, and,
in the presence of such conditions as asphyxia, omphalitis,
syphilis, gastric and intestinal catarrh, and erysipelas, is

likely to be of grave importance. It is supposed that the
liver would convert the extruded haemoglobin into bilirubin,
and this is perhaps one of the natural functions of the liver,
which, for aught we know to the contrary, may also aid in
the destruction of the red blood discs as well as in the
manufacture of bile. It is possible that this destruction
and manufacture are one and the same process. The con-
clusions of Silbermann are worth repeating, and in this
direction : The blood of the newly born shows evidences of
imperfect stability in the variation in size of the corpuscles,
in the presence of shadows, and in being rich in fibrin
ferment. These results may be due to liberation of the

h[emoglobin, and they may predispose to disease, since all
morbid processes involving great destruction of albumen in
the circulation are probably very dangerous to life,

THE NEW ENTRIES.

THE following is a list of the fresh entries for the current
winter session at the various medical schools from whichreturns have been received :-

* Including 7 dental. f Including 5 dental.

FEVER IN BURNRIGGS.

IN this village, which is near Carlisle, typhoid fever is
stated to have attacked forty out of a total of some 130
inhabitants; and, as is so commonly the case, when once
the disease and death occur, which it is a first duty of
sanitary authorities and their officers to prevent, then we
suddenly learn of polluted water, insanitary surroundings
of houses, stench from nuisances, and just the very things
that ought to have been dealt with long before they re-
sulted in such mischief death. And now we hear that,
amongst other things, a well has been cleaned. If the well
has been polluted by reason of impurities in the surround-
ing soil, we do not see much good in cleaning it, and then
proceeding to let the water into it again from the same
source. The case of Barnriggs is typical of much so-called
sanitation in rural districts.

RETRO-STERNAL PULSE.

THE clinical physician frequently palpates the supra-
sternal fossa with the object of detecting abnormal pulsa-
tion in cases of aortic or innominate aneurysm, but to detect
any very obvious pulsation is r,ither a rare occurrence

unless an aneurysm is present. It is with some surprise and
curiosity, therefore, that we read in the Revue Generale de

Clinique et de Th&eacute;rapeutique of Oct. 13th, No. 35, that
M. Maurel of Cherbourg has 200 times out of 500 cases
detected a pulsation by depressing the integuments above
the supra-sternal notch, with the object of palpating the
region of the posterior surface of the manubrium. This phe-
nomenon is believed to be due to pulsations of the left
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innominate vein, especially in cases of insufficiency of the
tricuspid valve and of excessive venous tension, whether
from dilatation of the aorta or not. The author has specially
noted this retro-sternal venous pulse in cardiac affections
and in the early stage of typhoid fever. M. Cuneo regards
this pulse as a sign of aortitis, and aortitis may be of malarial
origin. -

PHYSICAL CONDITION AND PHYSICAL
PUNISHMENT.

EXPERIENCE has abundantly proved that for some offences
corporal punishment is a corrective of no small value.
The rascals who are periodically sentenced for assaults

against the person are known to dread the lash even
more than the rigorous discipline of prison life and the

forced exercise of prison labour. It is to be hoped that no
mistaken philanthropy will rob the law-respecting of that
friend of justice, the cat-of-nine-tails. Equally suitable for
a younger generation of offenders is the birch, by which
authority vindicates its title to their obedience. The Home

Secretary is, however, of opinion that this form of chastise-
ment is in some danger of being overdone. It may be so.
There are in every social grade feeble children who stand
physical punishment badly. It is well to make provision
for such, and the recommendations to the Commissioner of
Police that the weight of the birch ought to bear some
proportion to the age of the child, and that a medical veto
should be available to protect the latter if evidently weak.
Indeed, we must insist that in all cases of the infliction of

corporal punishment on children the opinion of a medical man
should always be taken. Sir Charles Warren is, we understand,
making inquiries into the subject with a view to determining
what modifications are possible in this form of punishment.
It must not be forgotten that by far the greater proportion of
criminals, young and old, are town-bred, and that the con-
ditions of life in the back slums of a city, in the presence of
abounding dirt and discomfort, and the absence of proper
food, fresh air, and exercise, do not tend to foster either
health or endurance; consequently, while we deprecate the
inconsiderate zeal of those who would forego the use of
corporal punishment altogether, we readily admit the
reasonableness of the precautions above mentioned.

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL AND
SCIENTIFIC MEN.

THE deaths of the following foreign medical and scientific
men are announced:&mdash;Senor Don Juan Garcia de la Linde,
a well-known Spanish writer and clinicist.-Dr. Don Rafael
Lasso de la Vega y Chinchon, a well-known practitioner in
Seville.-Dr. Don Enrique Amell y Robert, a Barcelona

laryngologist.-Dr. Don Jos&eacute; Maria Fernandez y Carceles,
a distinguished practitioner in IViadrid.-Dr. 0. S. Jensen,
the anatomist of Christiania.-Dr. Karl Haller, Emeritus
Primararzt of the Vienna Hospital, at the age of seventy-
eight.-Dr. Emil Szots, director of the Clausenburg Hos-
pital. - Professor Tsenkovski of Kharkoff, who has re-

cently made a number of valuable observations on the
Siberian sore. 

___

NEPHRITIS IN SCARLATINA.

DR. HAZE states, in a report on the scarlet fever cases
treated in the Elisabeth Children’s Hospital in St. Peters-
burg during last year, that out of H5 such patients, 19, or
13-1 per cent., suffered from nephritis. This is a rather
smaller proportion than the average of several years, tend-
ing to show some diminution in the number of kidney
affections consequent on scarlatina ; for during the years I
18;1 to 1886, out of 875 scarlet fever patients, 135, or 15’7
per cent,, were found to be affected with nephritis.

THE ILLNESS OF THE ROYAL PRINCESSES.

WE are in a position to state that the Royal Princesses
of Wales, who are suffering from an attack of measles,
are progressing favourably. The disease is, we under-
stand, in each case, pursuing a mild course, and an un-
interrupted progress towards recovery may be confidently
anticipated. --

POISONING BY TOLUYLENDIAMINE.
IN poisoning by toluylendiamine, if the process be a

lengthened one and lasting several days, Kiener and Engel
have found that the urine, besides being jaundiced, and
sometimes yielding hoemoglobin, likewise contains pig-
ment granules, having iron in their composition, and

probably derived from heamoglobin ultimately. The ferru-

ginous pigments deposited in the organs of the animals

poisoned by sulphide of carbon led them to experiment on
the effects of toluylendiamine. They believe that the iron
pigments are more constant indications of the destruction
of red blood discs than is either icterus or hsemoglobinuria.
In rabbits on which experiments were made, icterus was
always wanting; hsemoglobinuria was only observed once,
but twice the pigmentary granulations were detected in the
urine. In dogs the signs of destruction of the blood globules
were not always present. -

A WELL-FOUNDED COMPLAINT.

A CORRESPONDENT has directed our attention to the con-
dition of waterclosets in railway stations. We have no
hesitation in saying that many of them are a disgrace to
those who are responsible for their control. In many
instances they are without any external ventilation, and are
allowed to be dirty to an extent that shocks those who are
compelled to use them. The subject is one that urgently
requires the attention of railway directors and of medical
oflicers of health. Bad as they are, they could many of them
be improved by the provision of openings for ingress and
egress of air, and certainly no difficulty would be found in
maintaining them in a reasonable state of cleanliness. If
other grounds for urging this matter upon railway officials
are required than those of decency, we may plead the serious
detriment to health which occasionally results to travellers
from their inability or unwillingness to enter offensive
premises. 

METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL SUNDAY FUND.

WE are glad to be able to record that the total amount
received at the Mansion House towards this year’s Fund is
now .640,433 3s. This sum exceeds the total of any previous
year. The financial year closes on October 31st.

CIRCULAR WARDS.
’ WE hear that Dr. C. Lange and Dr. Oscar Bloch, two well-
known physicians of Copenhagen, are now in this country
for the purpose of visiting and obtaining a practical acquaint-
ance with the system of circular wards for hospitals.
They will inspect the Miller Memorial Hospital at

Greenwich, the Burnley Hospital, and the newly com-
pleted hospital at Hastings; so that Professor Marshall’s
prophecy, that this last-named and latest realisation
of his idea will be visited even by foreigners as well
as by our own countrymen anxious to examine into
the merits,of the circular system, has speedily become true.
Dr. Lange is the active and courteous physician who was
secretary to the International Medical Congress at Copen-
hagen, and, together with Dr. Bloch, has been appointed on
a committee of inquiry to report on hospital construction,
in view of the intended erection of a new hospital at Copen-
hagen. _
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SIR MICHAEL HICKS BEACH.

IT will be gratifying to the friends of Sir Michael Hicks
Beach to learn that the health of the right honourable
gentleman has been considerably improved by the change,
rest, and treatment he has experienced. At a consultation

recently held by Dr. Robson Roose and Mr. Critchett, it was
found that the eyes had been considerably benefited, and
that the general condition was such as to warrant the belief
that, with due precaution, Sir Michael may safely resume his
political duties. This result has fully justified the views
expressed last March by his medical advisers.

THE SCHOOL BOARD AND SCARLET FEVER.

ACCORDING to a recent police-court report, it would appear
that School Board visitors even summon parents whose

children are absent from school because they are either
themselves ill of scarlet fever or are living in a house
where the disease prevails. Nothing could well tend to
bring compulsory education into greater disrepute, and
visitors should always be required to satisfy themselves
that there is no infectious disease in the house of absent

pupils before they proceed to enforce attendance.

L/EVO-ROTATORY SUGAR IN THE LIVER.

DR. PANOBMOW has found in the liver a sugar-like sub-
stance which possesses laavo-rotatory power. He has not
succeeded in isolating it. His observations, however, tend
to show that Seegen was wrong in thinking that all the
sugar in the liver is dextrose.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.

- E’/’MyeM.&mdash;Dr. F. Hermann has qualified himself as pl’ivat-
docent in Anatomy.
Marburg.-Dr. Hans Strahl has been nominated Extra-

ordinary Professor.
Prague.-Dr. A. Obrzut has been granted the title of Docent

in Pathological Histology in the Bohemian Faculty.
W&Uuml;rzburg.-Dl’. lBIatterstock has been appointed to the

Professorship of Medicine, vacant by the death of Dr. Geigel.
Dr. Lehmann, assistant in the Hygienic Institute in Munich,
has been appointed to lecture on Hygiene, which had been I
included in the deceased professor’s duties. He is to have IIthe title of Extraordinary Professor.

ON the 13th inst., Messrs. Harries jun, and Blakiston,
the house-surgeon and assistant house-surgeon to the Salop
Infirmary, were shooting rabbits about three miles from
Shrewsbury, when Mr. Harries’ gun accidentally went off
and the charge struck Mr. Blakiston, who was about ten
yards distant. The shot entered directly over the sacrum,
within an area of six inches, and too deep for extraction. We
are sorry to add that symptoms of peritonitis have since de-
clared themselves, and Mr. Blakiston’s condition is extremely
critical, although during the past three days more hope of his
recovery has been entertained than in the earlier part of the
week. His temperature and pulse are low, and there is less
tenderness and tympanites. Much sympathy is felt for both
the sufferer and the accidental inflicter of the injury.

AN alarming outbreak of fever, resulting in a large number
of deaths, is reported to have taken place among the British
troops stationed in the Kazr-el-Nil barracks at Cairo. The
immediate cause is said to be the infiltration of the Nile
water in the barrack square. Much regret is expressed
that the men were not removed from the infected building
and placed under canvas.

PROFESSOR KIRCHHOFF, the celebrated scientist and dis-
cover of the spectrum analysis, died at Berlin on the
17th inst. He was born at Iionigsberg in 1824, and it is
now exactly forty years since he went to the University of
Berlin as a privat-docent. In 1850 he was called to the Chair
of Physics at Heidelberg, where, in company with Bunsen,
he carried on those researches which at last resulted in the

discovery that at once raised him to the first rank of
natural philosophers, and cpened a new era in the history
of chemical analysis. In 1875 Professor Kirchhoff went
back to Berlin, where he was made a member of the
Academy of Sciences. --

Dr. B. P. RooE, who died at Redhill on the 8th inst., at
the advanced age of eighty-six, belonged to the old East
India Company’s Medical Service, which he entered as
assistant surgeon in 1826 on the Bombay medical establish-
ment. lIe became in due time head of the department,
and retired in 1862 as Principal Inspector-General of Hos-
pitals. He served on Lord Keane’s staff throughout the
Afghan war in 1838-39, was present at the taking of

Ghuznee, and obtained a medal. Dr. Rooke was honorary
physician to the Queen. -

MR. RICHARD BERRIDGE, late of Ballynahinch Castle,
Galway, Knowlehall, Bridgwater, and the Cedars, Putney,
has by his will bequeathed the sum of .6200,000 in trust
"for the advancement and propagation of education in
economic and sanitary sciences in Great Britain."

THE Government inquiry into the sanitary condition
of Bethnal-green was resumed on Wednesday last, when
Mr. Shirley Murphy and Mr. Cubit Nichols, the commis-
sioners, commenced their investigations of the state of
some of the poorer parts of the district. 

’

THE London Gazette of Oct. 18tb announces the appoint-
ment of James Cecil Phillippo, Esq., M.D., as a Member of
the Privy Council of the Island of Jamaica.

A MEETING of the General Medical Council will be held on

rllesday, November 22nd.

PERSONAL REMINISCENCES OF THE LATE
PROFESSOR VON LANGENBECK.

WE have received the following sketch of the great
surgeon, which has been furnished us by the two surgeons
intimately acquainted with him during the period referred to.

It was in the early part of December, 1870, that the writers
of these brief reminiscences became intimately acquainted
with Professor and General-arzt von Langenbeck. It was
in Orleans, and at the period of the Franco-German cam-
paign when the active operations of war were centred in and
concentrated around this city. We may briefly recall the
state of Orleans at this period. The city had been captured
by the Bavarians on Oct. llth, after four days’very heavy
fighting; was recaptured by the French after the battle of
Coulmiers on Nov. 9th, when General von der Taun, com-
manding the Bavarian army, effected a strategic retreat in
face of a very superior force, and wisely fell back on the
main body of the German army, now closely besieging
Paris. Meanwhile, Metz had capitulated on Oct. 25th, and
thus set free the armies of Prince Frederick Charles and the
Grand Duke of Mecklenburg. These armies, advancing by a
series of rapid marches, effected a junction with Von der
Taun, when a general advance was again made on Orleans,
the three armies marching in separate bodies, the whole
forming a huge horseshoe line some sixty miles in extent,
its extreme right resting upon Pithiviers, and its left upon
Bellegarde and Montargis. After some very heavy fighting


